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Africa
Ethiopia

Map of High Semyen The German geographical journal Erdkunde (March
1968, vol. xxii) includes a I :50,000 map designed by the late Dr Richard
Finsterwalder and Josef Werdecker. It covers Ras Dedschan, the highest
mountain in Ethiopia, now measured at 4550 m (14,928 ft) and was published
by F. Diimmers Verlag, Postfach 297, Bonn, West Germany.

E. Echevarria C

Kenya

Blind boys tackle Kilimanjaro Following a two-week training course at
the Loitokitok Outward Bound School in Kenya, eight blind Africans set off
on 16 February 1969 to climb 19,340 ft Kilimanjaro. Four days later seven of
them reached Gilman's Point on the summit snowfield, where they spent
an hour before setting off down again. The eight youths, two from Kenya
and three each from Tanzania and Uganda, were chosen from 200 blind
applicants between the ages of 18 and 30. They were accompanied on their
climb by sighted members of the Loitokitok Centre and their route led them
through first tropical forest, then heather and scrub, Alpine desert and finally
the summit snowfields. The expedition was organised by the Royal
Commonwealth Society for the Blind in association with the Outward Bound
Trust, and was financed by donations from thirty-five British Schools.

Audrey Salkeld

South Africa

Summary, 1968 The year started inauspiciously but instructively when a
visiting British climber sustained head injuries in a leader fall 500 ft up the
2000 ft South face of Mount Superior. The face is in a fairly remote part of the
Hex River Mountains, but two men were telephotographing the ascent from an
adjoining ridge and could organise first aid and call for rescue parties. An Air
Force helicopter was sent out but was hampered by wind and could not go
into the narrow ravine from which the face rises. Climbers carried a 500 ft
rope up to the ledge where the injured man was lying and pulled up a Mariner
stretcher from the foot of the face. At this stage it was discovered that the drum
and cable had not been sent out with the stretcher from Cape Town. On-the
spot improvisation produced the following solution: Two men lowered the
stretcher 100-IS0 ft at a time by running ropes through separate karabiners.
A safety belay was provided by a third man, and a fourth was suspended under
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the stretcher to guide it. After each stage the climber accompanying the stretcher
secured it on a ledge while the three men roped down to join him and repeat
the process. At the foot of the face the victim was transferred to a Thomas
stretcher and carried out on a slope where the helicopter picked him up.

The lowering technique was slow and laborious but safe; it was, as I said,
improvised to meet special circumstances, but it is reassuring to know that
four experienced climbers can handle an operation of this nature. This was the
first big-face rescue undertaken in South Africa and lent force to recent warn
ings that, in view of the increasing number of difficult ascents being made on
big faces in remote areas, rescue organisation will have to include specialised
equipment and the services of skilled rock-climbers. A carrying harness would
have facilitated this rescue; a Thomas stretcher would have been too cumber
some.

A side-issue on this occasion was the fact that the injured climber had not been
wearing a climbing helmet. In South Africa stone-falls are uncommon, but
helmets are strongly recommended as a precaution against head injuries in
the event of falls by climbers. The rock-climbing committees of the various
sections of the Mountain Club of South Africa may note with some satisfaction
that helmets are becoming a common sight even on milder routes.

The technical side of climbing in South Africa has also changed in the last year
or two. uts and spuds are vying with pitons for popularity as runners and
belaying aids, and 'tiger' webbing is edging out rope slings and rung etriers.
Spuds and webbing are particularly suitable for our rough and weathered
sandstone, and their use may in part explain the recent proliferation of artificial
routes in a country where not so long ago the bashing in of pitons was regarded
with a jaundiced eye by a strong and ethically-minded school of mountaineers.

On Table Mountain, which remains the testing ground for climbing techniques
in the Cape, there has been a lull after the route-opening flurry which produced
twenty-one new climbs in 1967. It is interesting to note, however, that the
majority of the routes opened on this mountain in 1968 were artificial; interest
ing, if one bears in mind that it was as recently as 1960 that Rusty Baillie
opened the first artificial route on Table Mountain and in left-handed deference
to tradition called it 'Africa Scandal'.

Country climbing (a term used colloquially as against climbing on Table
MOImtain) in the Cape also produced fewer new routes in 1968. These included
a route up the 900 ft central amphitheatre on the Great Krakedouw, one on the
Cederberg Tafelberg and one on the Witteberg.
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In Natal a route was opened on the North Saddle Peak in the Drakensberg.
The annual July meet in the Drakensberg, which is organised by the Natal
Section and attended by climbers from all over South Africa, was the usual
success. Cathkin Peak shed its snow in time to be climbed by parties on the
meet, but vacillating weather foiled attempts on the Monk's Cowl.

Cape climbers returned from the dryish Drakensberg to find Cape skiers
revelling in one of the best series of snow-falls for years. Those who had no
work to do found weeks of uninterrupted sport on Waaihoek and Matroosberg,
where ski-lifts were working overtime. Henri Snijders

Asia
Soviet Union

Summary, 1968 New and difficult ascents were made in the main mountain
areas from June to September. More than forty parties took part in the nine
teenth mountajneering championships, but bad weather or illness caused only
twenty-two of them to finish.

A typical feature of Soviet mountaineering in recent years has been the growing
number of ascents by face routes on peaks of more than 6500 m. These climbs
are in the high-altitude/technically difficult class. Seven parties were represen
ted in this class, and each one was able to claim victory. The faces climbed were
3-4 km in length.

Again, as last year, the prize route was on Peak Ogpu (6055 m) in the Central
Pamirs. Eight members of the Spartak society, led by G. Stepanov, did a
ten-day route on the Central Wall, requiring about 300 pegs, despite very bad
weather in the last two days.

The ascent of Peak Engels (6510 m) by the South face took second place.
B. Romanov and his comrades from the Trud Sports Society again confirmed
their high class by overcoming vertical walls at this altitude. One of the party
was V. Onishchenko, who has done the face climbs on the Petit Dru, the
Grandes Jorasses and the Grand Capucin.

The South-west Pamirs also produced the third prize-winner, for a climb on
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